Churches as Community Buildings
In the Diocese of Ely

Scilla Latham
Church Buildings Support Officer
Diocese of Ely



Helping parishes to help themselves

A Employed by Cambridge ACRE working in partnership with th
Diocese of Ely

A One of 24 Church Support Officers established across the
country under an English Heritage initiative in 2008

My role is:

A To work with apriority group ofchurches developing projects
to extend their use for the whole community

A To increase awareness of how churches can be used

A To give advice and practical support to churchie®ughout
the diocese

A To facilitate the increased use of parish churches



Churches in the local community

A The church is often the only building large enough
for community eventg or even the only community
building left in a village

A 68% of people think their local church is an
Important part of their community

A Extending the use of churches wiltestablish them
as a valued focal point in their community and help
secure their sustainable future

A Every community has different needs and every
church has different restrictionst KSNbE A a
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Why use churches to host your
services?

A Generally centrally locateglgood for provision of
social and public services to villages

A They have an established communication network in
their community and a culture of volunteering

A Churches have an established management system
(Parochial Church Council) which could work with
partners to establish new services

A The mission of all churches is to serve the whole
community



Who would benefit if some churches
hosted the services you provide?

A The local community through improved access to the
services provided

A The service providers by having new locations to
work

A People with special needsolder people, people
living with iliness, families with young children

A The churchesg they will be used more and be more
widely valued
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Forever Active Seated
exercise classes
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Cambridge OnLine



Cambridge Foodcycle providing
Saturday lunches for the needy
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Lunches for Mental Health service
users & support workers
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A Cambridge City Foodbank distribution centre

A Thursday Lunch for Mental Health Service users &
support workers

A Friday Lunches for Older People

A Music for Little People

A Free community internet access

A Hosts Cambridge Foodcycle commuthifyches
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www.centrestpauls.org.uk
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The Garden Room
cafe at the Parish
Centre, Hemingford
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Hemingford Grey Parish Centre

A Run as a netor-profit Community Interest Company

A Hosts the village Post Office and mobile Post Office
serving Holme and Over

A Community coffee shop with free internet access
A Sure Start Centre every other Monday

A First Steps Toddler group every Tuesday

A Hosts weekly Fish & Chip lunch for Older People

www.churchbytheriver.org.uk



Holy Trinity, Orton
Longueville community
facilities



Community space at west
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Refreshment area at

west end of All R —
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Holy Trinity, Haddenham




